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HOW 

TO AMELIORATE 



The Sufferings of Mankind by Fol 
lowing a Simple Law of Supply 



quickly Altai might take Mtare 
oan m fdtaelsti hurry along the ero 
lotion of ho, |) i v in placing environ 
aadredg or thousands of jrean Bo 
•Hints around thoM orlth which Wt 
romp In contact thai will load thorn 
on to athesis. in which In turn lead* 
ultlnattelf to human emancipation. 
Reoenfty on Mi 70th birthday Mr. 



ligle s 



> in th«' doo 



HOW 



'store Is hetween .MM dlgl'IM |flg 
T.i 1 11 .l.-^r-F'K. Wilson and flray In 
tttfj made 1 fdreei n <>f this 



(By J. 11. Batwarte.) 



The same law applies to the lahor 
market of tho world. 

Socialists advocate their principles 
of common ttwaershlB ai ■ pe n a raa 
for all the Ills that affect praaaal 'lav 
society. 

While much they advornte Is along 
the right line of progression yet there 
has bron something confronting tho 
haman fane which has obstructed its 
path of pr ogTO Ba more than private 
ownership with its rents, profits, In- 

The church with 
data, 'replenish ai 
earth. ' baa peopled the world with 
the poor, the wretched, and the de 



older than 1 am has had In his life- 
time unansweriinle and overpowering 
proof of It 

I hearittfj agree with Mr. Carnegie 
thai "man Is advancing" and go a 
■tap .artber mat) is advancing In 
the same ratio as the church is de 
Ding. 



HOT IS THE SUN? 

Figures Given Based Upon Recent 
Experiments With Furnace Heat. 
A Few Interesting Facts 

From Science. 

The following Is reproduced fron; 
the Literary PlgestJ— - 

If we mean by "the MB,*' the Ma 'I 



11 nd 



ed 



with the pyrhpllonn'tric telescope 

lend to the Igare I, at] s 

niere is ret 1 third method of grata 



i!!io! 



Had 1 



inpers we would have 
few millionaires. Statistics show 
that the WTCtcbad poor contribute to 
Idle rlc.i. yd neither is fit to do so. 
While the children of th? one are 
reared In Idleness and luxury, tho off- 
spring of the other must slave in 
their poverty nnd ignorance. It 
takes ,.ut a straw upon the current 

Had the poor the scientific know- 
ledge of procreation ihereby enabl- 
ing them to regulate the number of 
tnelr offspring— instead of the re- 
rotonthtMnc and mnliitilyiiig "process" 
—bringing Into their homos as many 



■rs of the 
different 



equal opportunity with ot 
race mid no more, what 
world tuts might be! 

But just as long as the church 
dominates the ignorant masses with 
her "Do thus and so or be damned, " 
just that long will there exist an 
overproduction of the helpless poor. 

The surplus must live. They 
crowd the farms, shops, and fac- 
tories everywhere like starving pigs 
at the trough. This drives down 
wages. This creates profits. How 
Stall we remedy Itl Intelligently de- 



fewer 



mid I 



fewer pauper laborers. As long as the 
labor market Is over crowded so long 
will wanes be low. and millionaires 
will thrive. 

Both the overfed nnd underfed are 
fruits of this pernicious bible doc- 
trine. Not lung ago, I. myself heard 
W.H preacher declare from his pulpit 
that every woman should be com- 
pelled to bring forth into I he world as 
many children as nature would allow. 
He went so far as to recommend of- 
ficial teveatigatJaa. win re the amttt- 
pMeauOa of the race was neglected. 

Fool thai be was ignorant or other- 
wise. Was Cure some mercenary 
motive wMeti impelled him to such 

a declaration, or was it really his 
Object Ignorance of surrounding con 
dilions. 

Wouldn't it be wiser to compel of- 
ficial Intervention where there is 
overt reeding? 

Yet I think neither necessary. 
What then? I say atheism. Cast 
down frnba their thrones the gods of 
superstition; destroy the structure 
upon which it is built, the bible; 
make mankind the highest intel 
leciuii! being in existi nee and wo- 
man its god who shall say when and 
how often she shall reproduce her 
kind, then and not till then can we 
all have happy, comfortable homes. 

Inhabited bj 1 mpi nor m a. 



the s 



to the uoinand and i lore. 

I see but oae way to reach this 
Ideal stake, and I at Is through evo 
lution, and not revolution; through 

education, n<>t thronga twnipnlatm 

Kvolution is as nmeh a fnetOf for 
betterment In the moral and social 
world as in the pb> steal. 

Altai Mr. Bartaa 
plants by artificial 1 



Tho si^iib of tli 
ay. A fen- y. art 



the times point our 
ago, In my own 
rural community, where the church 
flourished In regal splendor, it is now 
a poverty— begging mendicant. 

The cry t on every hand is, the 
cnurcb is going down nnd Carnegie 
says man Is advancing ' 

Socialism is doing much towards 
Educating the masses, while I doubt 
ltl 1 stabllshlng a national common 
wealth, it inmost assuredly a positive 
factor In showing the individual his 
place In society nnd nature making 
himself equal 'o any man. overcoming 
his superstitious revert nee for the 
rulers of the earth and the heavens. 
When people can become absolute 
ly atheistic and make the mothers 
of the race our only gods choosing 
for tnemeelves their number of chil- 
dren, poverty will vanish, misery be 
come loss and squalor disappear 
from the earth 



of the ordinary thi rmometer, in con 
nectlon w.th ..'raple apparatus. Hut 

what wonM be Indicat e d by ■ nevlee 

for measuring temperature If It were 
plunged Into the mass of the sun It- 
self? This Is a difficult question. 



but phyi 



ed t 



Tht 



"ll diffel 



? 



r A SOUL? 



One of. those Literary Posers that 
Comes From the Brain of a 



(By otto Wetteteta.) 

If matter does not think, what is 
it that thinks' Wo know living anl 
mal forms think, but have absolutely 
no knowledge of physical aotvity in 
the absence of physeal activity. 
Something thinks, nothing cannot 
think; hence knowing no thought in 
the absence of physical structure. It 
follows of necessity that thought is 
a product of matter — generated 
from the marvelous dynamic vital 
chemical processes of the living ani- 
mal. 

Why divest "the crowning work 
of nature" (or of "God") of capacity 
or powers to think and Insist that a 
(mythical 1 sonl-man or spirit within 
man thinks? Why Ignore the import 
ant fact that Instead of explainin:; 
the basis of thought the soul hypo 
thesis leads us Into far greater mys- 
tery. Place your spirit-man beside 
the physical man, and are we not 
again confronted with Identical or 
vastly greater mystery by the ques- 
tion: How does this spirit think 
You then posit thought but have no 
thinker— absolutely nothing tangible 
which thinks. Has a soul a soul, a 
spirit a spirit, within its outer form' 
If not, If you can believe I decarnuh 
soul, of which you know absolute!, 
nothing and which has neither body, 
parts, organs or brain, can think, and 
whose attenuated form is Invisible to 
normal vision, inscrutable and b 
yond scientific research, if you can 
believe this overtowering inysi, rj 
what logical right have you to chal- 
lenge the Materialist to explain 



sun is somewhere near lu.ni.ri degrees 
F. Professor .Mllloohau, a French 
physieht, who has studied the sub- 
ject by moans of observations front 
the summit of Mont Blanc, com rib 
utes to the Revenue Soientinquc 
(Paris, September 7) an account of 
recent work along this line. He 

"All work done with the object of 
ascertaining the sun's temperature 
has bem directed toward measure 
ment of Its calorific effect on the 
earth, or what physicists have named 
the solar constant. This Is the heat- 
Ing effect produced in one minute on 
a cubic centimeter of water receiving 
solar radiation through a blackened 
surface at the limits of the terres 
trial atmosphere." 

That our ability to measure thlo 
effort is yet limited appears from thi 
table given by the author. Thi 
values for the solar constant vary all 
the way from 1.8, obtained by Pouil 
let In 1837. to I, by Angstrom In 
UM, a dirter. ■ - of over l6o ng* 
cent. The last result, that of Han- 
sky in 1!)05. is Mr. Millochan 
Links that these variations are not 
wholly due to Inaccuracy, but partly 

from year to year. The correction 
for the absorption of the earth's at 
mosphere is also Very alt&cult to 
make. But supposing we could be 
Bure'of the- absolute value of this 
constant, would this enable us to get 
an Idea of theaetual bmgetntore Of 
the sun Itself, that is. the reglstra 
tion of a thermometer plunged into 
the solar mass? Yes, answer the 
author— proviued we are able to 
agree on a definition of this temper- 
ature. A body emits more of less 
radiation according to its eonatjta 
tion. and physicists have aureed tha* 
a black body omits and absorbs the 



of displacement.' The product of the 
Wtfi 4i ngth corresponding to the 
jmuvimnm of Intensity In the spent- 
'run emitted by the body, multiplied 
' by Its tempera. uro. is a constant 
quantity which has been found by 
I ex J rtaenl bo be 2.9000. Now the 
mrxinium of energy In the solar 
•pejCtrrim is found near wave-length 
0-m which would make the temper- 
ance -.vim degrees. 



WOMAN 

LIKES TO OBEY 



OPINION OF A WOMAN 

ON THE SUBJECT. 

(Clipping.) 
liter has asked me 10 discuss 
the following question: "Do Women 
Lm to Obey?" 



'It 



he sj 



editor 



.ould 1 
: how 



lnte 



sting 1 



knu 



. especially young 
and sentimental women, feel in re- 
J ^ i,r<1 to Urig suggested change 

From the point of view of justice, 
of common fairness, It seems rldlcu 
| Ions to ask iho bride to promise to 
obe>. But we are inclined to think, 
strn jge as it may seem, that a great 



jrldes 



> have 



el't^OUl 



clam 



1 age of obedience to 



T> o 



Thinking Is an every day. plain 
self-evident fact, but we are conscious 
of It only as a function or process of 
man and the lower animals. In the 

of thought or physical processes: 
hence this proves beyond cavil an I 
doubt that (organized living) matt. ■: 
Is the sole cause or basis of all nnsi 
till phenomena And If the church, 
or the world's societies of phyalcal 
research will ever produce In the 
open court of science a veritable liv- 
ing soul or spirit, you will, after dm 
analysis, find that It also Is matter. 



been made wiih a view to obtaining 
the relationship between then 
perature and the Intensity of their 
radiation, and on the basis of these 
the sun s temperature would be from 
.-..600 degrees to 7.000 degrees C. 
according to the various values as- 
signed to the solar constant. Another 
method Is to measure the tompor- 
ature to which the .sun's radiation 
raises a black body on the earths 
•nrfaee. The so tailed km of st fan 

states that the suns temperature 
would be atiajaUllWal to the fourth 
POWer of this quantity, which would 
give between MM degrees and 

The author's own work at the 
.Mont BhUM observator;. was done 
with the so-called pyrometrlo tele- 
scope devised by Fery In 19H2 and 
used by him 10 measure the temper- 
ature of furnaces. This Instrument 
concentrates the radiation front the 
body under observation on a ther 
moeleetric couple, where It generates 
a slight electric current mcasurabli 



woman who loves (and re- 
spects the man, she loves, as the self- 
rentfrct ld g woman who remains In 
love must) could not disobey the 
wishes, expressed or understood, of 
her husband. 

She would find no happines.- in 
wounding, displeasing or disillusion- 
ing him. 

To do as he wishes is her chief de- 
light. To please him Is her pleasure 
lust so tho man who really loves re- 
gards the wishes of his wife so long 
as she Inspires him with respect for 
her good sense ami fairness of mind. 

When either husband or wife 
cases to inspire the respect— when 
"ither dose, nds to petty tyranny, un- 
reenonahea exaction, or becomes 
Maaneed with jealouslv— then -obe- 
dh nee" becomes a sin and an ab- 
aurdlt) and is only possible to the 
irdlj or weak mind. 



lectually was Considered far inferior 
to that of man. and when she was in 
evi ry way dependi nt upon him for 

That is all changed— woman and 
man are comrades in Independence 
and equals in all the walks of lite. 

With these other changes which 
have come to them, the marriage 
rtlual should change anil omit Iho 
word "obey." 

That would not prevent any wo- 
man from the hnppy obedience of 
love. 



JEWS 

ON LIQUOR QUESTION 

Article Reproduced by Request Show- 
ing Hebrew Opinion on the Is- 
sues of Temperance and Pri- 
in America. 



NOT LRINKING BUT 

DRUNKENNESS CONDEMNED 



ATHEIST 

BURIED FROM 

EPISCOPAL GEME1ERY 

Captain Murphy Died as he 'had 
Lived and a Cousin of W. J. 
Bryan Preached the Funeral 
Sermon in which he Excorl- 



While the Body Lay 



Faith. 

SPEAKER LEANED UPON 

THE BI3LE WHILE HE 
HEAPED COALS UPON 

CHRISTIANITY. 

The following was originally pub- 
lished In the Cincinnati F 
us It contains so I 
so much to cheer and aid us in the 
work of human freedom, it Is given 
proantnenee In the Blade that our 
readen Boa; be instructed thereby. 

Deep! a the In element weather 
Spring afore Chapel was thronged at 



8 1 



with 



I'pon the earnest request of a 
friend of lite Blade the following well 
written article Is given publication, 
taken from the columns of the St. 
Louis Modern Vie* and alt.rwards 
published in the Post Dispatch. 

Win tlu r it be duo to iho American 
11 iuporami nt orhfcca is ever beat on 
trying new ventures, or it be tho re 
-ult of an bttnUagenl desire to eradi- 
cate an evil that has wrecked many a 
home and broki n many a heart, pro- 
hibition seems to be the order of the 
day. The South. In many a Stat, , u ,d 
aoomty. has already set the example, 
and other parts of the country win, 
no doubt, soon follow. . 

What the effect of such a policy. 
If adopted from coast to coast, may 
be uiHin the country's prosperity is 



y foret 



thlag s 



certain. The health and happiness 
of the people wm hardly be Iner ssed 
to the'" extent' the pro^lttonifotl 
would nave us believe they weald. 
Neither will virtue and morality be 
much benetitod by the measure 
T< mperaaoe is ■ moral condition and 
morality cannot be controlled by 
legislation. All legislation can do Is 
drive a certain phase of immorality 
from openness in o secrecy, which 
change can in no way be considered 
a gain. 

But this is not 



person- to hear the funeral sermon 

ever the remains of the late Captain 
Luclen Murphy, who died as he had 
lived, an atheist. The sermon was 
d Un r d I y is son-in-law. John Bryan 
Of fellow Springs. Ohio, who Is a 
cousin of William Ji nnigs Bryan. He 
ttood on the same spot as have hun- 
dreda of the most prominent clergy- 
men and divines of this country, and 
denied during his address that there 
is a God. the while he leaned upon 
the Holy Bible, which had been 
placed with the Episcopal book of 

peayi r upon the desk. 

Incongruous enough was the fact 
that, while Bryan was explaining the 
views of himself and his dead father- 
in-law, the casket reposed on a coffin 
carriage which was draped with a 
pall on the four sides of which were 
inscribed the following Scriptural quo- 
tations In gilt letters: 

Lord hath 



"I 1 



and t 



e Lll 



I 1 



Redeemer llveth." 

When John Reid. the care taker of 
the chapel, made arrangements for 
the funeral, he asked the belief of the 
deceased, and was told that In life 
he had t 

"We h 



intid.d 



had I 



the chapel 1 



MM the only thing the 
advocates of prohibition seem to over- 
look. In their zeal for temperance. 
They seem to confuse cause and ef- 
fect In this instance. While It Is 
true "that drink* uns proven a curse' 
in this country, yet the evil lies not 
in the drinking but, rather ll the con- 
ditions that bring about drunkenness. 
The laxity of home ties and the lack 



an avowed infidel i 
fore,'' said Reid. "so 
Kldseop.il prayer book and the Bible 
and covered the casket carriage wtih 
the pall bearing the Scriptural quota- 
tions. If they had asked that these 
be removed I would not have re- 
unless Superintendent 



1 had 



Just 



funei 



rll 



obtained with a body of known tern 
perature. and these afford moans of 
cumulating that of an laaf lliaalllll 
body. MUlochau's lei, -eope was 
standardized by an electric furnace 
heated to 1.400 degrees C. (about 
J. ."HO degrees F.I. and the sun's tern 

peratwa aj otftnhaed i.y ita use. wt 
found to be MM taajreea c. sus 

the author: 

We have seen that by applying 
Stefan's law to the numbers given l>> 
various observers for the solar con- 



This Is a woman's oantntTi and 
she is not Infrequently found gggag 

' in the wrong directions 
Ihere are more men today "obey- 
1 ■: I't" whims of unreasonable wives 
than 1 hero are wives obeying tyrant 

I haw heard I WOttUm promise to 
Oho y a! the altar, looking like a meek 
angel under her veil, and in less than 
two years have seen her stalwart 
husband afraid to lift his hat to an 
old sweetheart OB the street for fear 
or I scene afterward, and afraid to 
refuse an exiravagant wish of his 
wife lest she fall III with gervrw 
prostration, us was het naDIt after, 
crossed. 

I have known a strong man to live 
for more than thirty years In abso- 
lute terror of killing his n, rvou* and 
"delicate" wife by disobeying any 
wish of h. rs. however m Irish or un 
nasonable. ami to BTuOede her to the 
grave— still with that fear in his 
heart. 

So. after all, tho word "obey" in 
the marriage service mutters little. 

It Is temperament, not ritual, which 
decides everything in tnarilgue. 



I ST, the word Is useless, and ought 
tfl kg expurgated from the service. 

The woman who does not obe. a 
|OOd man she loves, through love, 
will not be forced to it by a word 
the woman who because of a promise 
obeys a bad man. ought not to be 
abetted or uphold by a law- 
Tie OWN obey was first us, d when 



tractive than lOO til', side and a man's 
conferes more congenial .than his con- 
Ingnl companion, the state of intem- 
perance and Immorality will exist. 
And even ii .,• saloons be closed b] 



.rtege 

leaving Kyrich's undertaking estab- 
lishnu nt John Bryan asked if any 
one wanted to say anything, and John 
!•:> rich repeated the Lord s prayer. 

The funeral service was to have 
taken place at o'clock but a tedious 



followe, 



le arrival c 
the chape 



liqi 



proved. Ueoged in by code, but un- 
hainpertd by conscience, man will 
find o»'n r avenues to vice to gratify 
his unbridled desires. 

Our own fathers certainly display 
ed an intimate knowledge of human 
nature when they laid so much stress 
apon the > roper care and culture of 
the home. Ii is to this fact alone 
that wo must attribute the healthy 
state of affairs among us Jews. We 
owe ii solely to our homes, which 

have always been (and happily still 

are! pr, vail. il by a moral atmosphere, 
thiii me curse of drink is practically 
unknown . ml the problem of intem- 
perance scarcely foil by us Jews. 
We tire not total absialuers. but we 
have boon trained to modorailon. We 
use liquor, hut wo do not abuse it. 
Already in Biblical limes our po-ople 



the office in the 
building at the cemetery entrance. 



BRYAN'S ADDRESS 

For tho sole benefit of the living, 
we who loved him gather about all 
kfa mat, rial remains in an humble 
manner to consider the great char- 
acter and life of Captain Lucien 



II, 



aboil 



the 



.umlii 



tal t 



to total abstinence from Strong drink 

was commanded in the Bible 10 1 g 

a sin offi r.ng. And rightly so. for. 
by his conduct lie gave evidence of 
an utter misconception ot the Jewish 
view of life. Judaism does not de- 
mand from us the extinction or the 
suppression of desire, but It asks us 



i 



Mgan time, and wore taught In our 
childhood that this material body 
which we now surround would on 
some uncertain da>. at Iho sound of 
a trumpet, arise exactly as in life, 
and endure a monotonous, endless 
existence. Such things are imposed 
on children and women still In some 
back comers, but Captain Murphy 
gad I soon bad sense enough to re- 
ject them. The name or thing or be- 
betng called Od was presented to us 
when el ildren in such a way as to 
appear to be a big. cruel fiend or 
lemon; and we soon got sense 
iiough to reject tht idea „f uod. We 
know that all things went on about us 
according to certain qualities of mat- 
;*id iluti the universe around us 
though inllueneed kg similar quali- 
ties and conditions. We noticed that 
if any infinite intelligence existed 
about u, he she or it most often 
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Sl'BSCRIP I H in RATES 
Hv mail jH»tp*.d, .hi ».«, . .. * Bo 0OUB1U ' aI 

five new iuliscribera sent witb OM isailMs Wl at $1.00 Ihrottgt thl whole I 

per year each , 1 | 

Trial fubscrlptlub 16 cents pfr mun h = . . m . . t 

all 'orelga aubacrlptlon. postpaid. K.m per fSSer. HSU [beginning Sn 

liAKE ALL mon^ orders. 

will facilitate OOlMSttoa 
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t home. 1 went to I 
■ ( 'amp lO G recio- S3 



ttbc 



tit him 
thai try- 
o£ the 



■ants Oaaaa la ».• has baaai to childhood 
i lio'ilt ih to men and women. Both aj% 
tm bsrsasf is banal m, Isj itself, for 

ctil doc la threatened lor any ilisli.' 
•herein. The latter is both mischeviottO, mi 
tftil for around it has been h\u\t a monstrous 
.mil of greed and itvariee. selfishness and sor- 

\ u'c. PVna it organizations haras sprung ni> 
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tli the well known expression 

Ba that try na a's souls') at 
ihfc Newark upon the rafjlal from Fori Lee, ami con- 
tinued writ Dg it at every place we stopt at and 

had it punted at Philadelphia the • • of 

December six .lavs before the taking of the 
tteasisni a; Trenton wliieh, with the affairs at 



ALL ADVERTISEMENTS of whatsoever character ac- 
cepted will be published at the rate of J1.00 per Princeton the week utter put an end to the black 
1 per month, unless by special contract, when tilm . s j t then lore is not true that I stuck to my 
• ii!! frffl *Z£t% P«» i" • -t-l with Congress bom Plnladei- 

and all advertisements offprwi phis lo Baltimore, in the times that tried men's 

souls. But if I had done so I should not have 

published the cowardice James Cheetham has done. 
GENERAL BUSINESS RULES. | n (peaking of the aliairs of the Driver Sloop of 

alx> subscriptions to the Blade will he discontinued War. at Charleston, S. C, he said in his paper, 
at tue expiration of the ;erui tor wWeti^the »"Nlf the Drive* and her commander should take it 
addr^srsU^on'^t'be aanar'wIU SfcOW satoOrtbara) in their heads to come here (N. Y.) we must sub- 



tile paper will ■! 
__ date of expiration of sube 
numbers, or numbers omlttei 
asked for, upon reue al In ens 
SHOULD ANY SUBSCWBKI 

aavise this otllce, giving b. tt 
the Blade will be sent to the new address, 



denial. Hiaa and poet alike are robbed to mam 

ajUB it. The law is invoked to compel dissenters 
to support it. .Millions of dollars are wasted upon 
il . vers year. Industry is deprived of its just re- 
wards and the body politic is hampered and 
thr.titened at every step. Through the medium 
of the Christ myth legislative policies are influ- 
enced in an effort to please, and the notion oi 
r e awar d , aa with Santa Clans, is ever uppermost in 
the believer! mind for without the promised re- 
ward the system would perish ami die. 

Just as the child must out grow Santa Claus 
so will the world, in its growing wisdom outgrow 
( hrist and his church. It is doomed to that decay 
which has been the fate of all religions and con- 
sidering the harm it has done posterity will not 
mourn its loss. Although impressed with a pretty 
deception in youth, the child does not grow to 
distrust the word <>f its parents in that the deeep 

i,on is only temporary. With religion it is differ 
The deception is sought to be perpetuated. 
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THE OFFICE of publication of the Blade is 

North Limestone Street, Lexingion, Kentucky, 
which all Freethinkers will be given a hean> 



. Box 39E. bexlnstaa. Ky 



THE BI \DE if entered at the i 'ostein-*, a- '.-vi.-t >■ 
Kentucky, as second class mailing matte*. 

ALL COMMUIICATIONS TO THE BLUK 
S BLADE. P. O. ~ 



The caption is of Greek origin 11 means a 
mixture, in an informal way, an aggregation of 
things not necissarily connected. It is in this 
sense that we call attention to the mailers touched 
upon in this article. 

The iirst and most important question is what 
the Freethinkers oi the country shall do to com- 
anuivcrsary of l he birthday of 



Thomas i'aine, which 
January ! The Blade would lii 
monster celebration, it would 
celebration be made national in l 
thinkers we must not allow lus 
dim in the mind. To him 



The 

B» ck mil. What abominable cowardice for a Man to 
ntlnuance' h * ve »uch a thought in his mind, that a city, con- 
... add<*M tailing twenty thousand able bodied men, numbers 
new. ana 0 J them as stout in person, as himself should sub " 
a sloop of war containing a hundred and j 
tjMVlSS fifty men, After tins .Mr. Cheetham will take care *° "e gained m real lite h 
how he attacks old He volutionary characters whose matter how beautiful that 
andiaoouraged integrity in the times that tried i cftiW »«ver sees its Santa ( 
men s souls made a home for him to come to." I ili,vu an opportunity *■• 

Now we are brought back to the proposition of 
wii.it the Freethinkers of America will do to cele- 

brate the anniversary of Peine 's birth. If any 
be inclimd to write upon the subject the Blade 
will open lis columns with unbounded pleasure. 
Now is the accepted time. Let everybody speak. 

While on the subject of great men, especially 
Freethinkers, those now dead and gone, no man 
held a higher piece in the hearts of Liberals than 
the UvU beloved Ingeraoll. That his popularity 
should continue is DO surprise to those who knew 1 - r ea 

hint, It will be recalled thai short y after his rigid up in front, even on the th 

death the Dresden edition of his works, being a Christmas dream. How fool 

compilation of his life, his writings, his letters 1 ihe I In learning that Santa Chi 
and all sorts of manuscripts, hitherto, some of ' ehild experiences disappointment 
hem, unpublished, was put upon the market and 
ii has been in constant demand ever since. To 
demonstrate its sales, the demand that still ex- 
iets foe it. as evidencing th. bet that Freethonght, 

though quiet and unobtrusive, is still very much 
alive, we quote the following from Lou Lawrence 
on the subject: — | 

"The great Taylor money maker has been a 
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Christ, except that 
Christ which is within himself, the true Savior, 
through righteousness endeavor and truthful 
speech. 

Santa. Claus, in some instances, encourages 
greed. Children of the same family will vie with 
each other in an effort to get more than the others 
or something better. Christians hope to ge! more 
of supposed heavenly throne than their neighbors 
and greed is further inculcated in this fa.shion. 
The more bulging the Christmas stocking the 
rer the throne, a seat 
S throne Itself, is the 
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man who ever trod the soil of this continent, 
American liberty due, and the very existence Of 
the republic. As the time is limited notion must 
be taken at once sad 'attention > eljfcledrto the 
following communication from James B. Elliott, 
secretary of the Paine Memorial and Historical 
Associations. On this subject he writes:— 
Friend Hughes: — 

I should also like some of the writers for the 
Blade to write their suggestions as to the best 
way of commemorating the centenary of the birth 
of that'great man Thomas Paine whose biographer. 
11 D. Conway, died recently in Paris, and whose 
great ambition was to be present and say a few- 
words on that occasion in the city of New York 
where he died June 8, 1809. 

1 take great pleasure in .sending you a portion 
of a manuscript of Thomas I'aine, which uas sold 
in this city for $89.00 its purchaser being a New 
York millionaire, i hope the Blade will publish 
it as the same has not been seen by the free- 
thinkers for over a century, it eras published in 
a New York paper in reply to a letter of James 
Cheetham, his lying biographer. There ams another 
New York governor who failed to tell the truth 
about Thomas Paine— after he was informed Of 
the facts— but as he has more troubles of his own, 
I will not give his name but be resiles in Wash 
ington, D. C, and has done one good act by 
taking In Cod We Trust off the .+10 gold pieces. 

And I would suggest to our religious folks if 
they wish it restated, that the} phue the Uod we 
trust upon all gold coin. 
And upon the Panama bonds tne portraits ot 

Morgan and Eeooserelt with the Words, in these 
men the nation trusts. * 

Your truly, 

J. B. ELLIOTT. 
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that the Christ in which he has been led to be- 
lieve blindly is a myth the man passes through a 
BtSffS of resentment. Santa Clans is proven a 
myth early in life, before much real harm can be 
done. Christ is discovered to be a myth only upon 
arriving at the age of mature thought, and it is 
almost impossible to r. pair the injury it has .lone. 
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THE DECLINE OF 1 



Ii published several years ag< 
a IV r the death of the great heretic, this collected 
of his works is still in deman.1, and there 
is no indication that it will not continue so for 
some years to coine. 

Mr. IngersolTe family was left with hut little 
money, but through the royalties on the sale of his 
writings they have b.en comfortably provided for. 
* * • As an indication of the popularity of his 
Wi i nga in sn expensive, many-volunied edition it 
mentioned that the Chicago agents of the 
Dresden edition have had five thousand sets, sixty 
thousand volumes." 



SANTA CLAUS AND CHRIST. 



Widen the Breach. 
The work of disintegration is goi 
The Pope of Rome, in an effort I 
more timid of the priesthood issu 
encyclical against what he termed 
within the pale of the Romish Chn 
scholar of a further breach has ta 
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0 fright 
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"Modernism" 
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In the same 
sudden death 
showing how he had 



. Elliot also referred to the 
9gi d Atheist at Ada, Ohio, 
i the item down and shown 



it to be false by writing to the widow, but as 
that story had been satisfactorily exploded, 
further comment on thai subject is unnec ssarv . 

Our readers will observe, however, that refer- 
ence is made to a reply made by Thomas Paine, 
to his inveterate enemy, Cheetham, who, after 
his death undertook to umlign and trOdoee the 
revolutiomiry patriot. Mr. Elliott suggests that 
the reply made by Paine tit that time should be 
printed in letters of gold, but .as we have not 
the means we will do the beet we . an by giving 
it prominence in our editorial column. The letter 
reads:— 

A very interesting and Autobiographic Sketch, in 
which he severely handles ChecthaA, for his 
unfair criticism of himself (Paine). Cheetham 
seems to have doubted his Patriotism, and ac- 
cused him of never handling a musket in defense 
of his country, of this Paine has to say, 
"Soon after the declaration of La dependence 
July 4, '7ti Congress recommended that a I 
ten thousand men, to be called the living Camp, 
because it was to act arfcen ■ •■ I BC( s ■ uy. siioiii.i 



"Let Santa Claus come into child life as the 
most fasiiialing of all fairy tales, and the story 
of the Christ-child as the most beautiful of all 
real stories." 

So runs the new argument of superstition in 
■upport of its great myth, that myth by which it 
has been able to snsleve the minds of millions of 
Roman beings. And yet, it is a fitting compari- 
son. Childhood would not entertain the slightest 
at passion for the Santa Clans fake were 
it not that it is led to believe that some sort of a 
nbetantial rewaed follows such belief, and it isltln 
impressed with this idea of reward by th ' 



m to hang up the stocking 
SOtta The stocking is found loaded with presents 
■nrreptitionaly placed therein and the child's be- 
. f in Bents Clans beeonsss explicit, complete, and 
[eifying. The belief is heightened by the mystery 
; with the visit of the men with the big 
iled drawn by reindeers, and this gives it a fasei- 
na on tor children to be enjoyed immensely but 

the disappointment comes' in a more mature age 
■..hen the imposition is discovered. 

Bow similar is the Christ story. When the 
world was in its in fancy it loved to deify the ele- 
ments. Anything that seemed mysterious, thai 
I hich could not be understood or txpiained, the ' 
■ up Jest phenomena of Nature, were all attributed ' 
m some unknown, incomprehensible deity, and as I 



the castigation with a possibility of a further 
breach being created. 

Officialism is always apt to lie of its own weight 
when it undertakes tyranny as a means of com 
pelling respect of reverence. Intelligent men and 
women will no longer subit to the tyrant's yoke 
whether it be from kingcraft or priestcraft. Edu- 
cated Catholics do not bow in submissive grace to 
every edict issued by the church, and thousands 
w ho extend a nominal obeisance to the church will 
indulge in the eating of meat on Friday, abstain 
from the confessional and many never even attend 
mass, all of which ate supposed to be intra.-iibl.. 
rules of the church and its institutions. If the 
Pope had intended the driving away from his 
prgwiaatiOB all persons claiming or assuming in- 
ielligenee by styling them Modernists, as a term 
of reproach, he could not have taken a better 
eoorse for bis encyclical appears to be having that 
effect, 

Among the most noted of the priesthood to 
come under the papal ban through the medium of 
mcyelical, is Cardinal Newman, of America, 
whom every educated convert to that blaek 



faith, regarded as a direct 
is foremost among the Mod 
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questionable and questioned aut hoi.lv, it begiua 
to look mighty bad lor any great Aincrn an wm 
p..ri let the present hope and he will eilhcr have 
m draVI in his horns or lose a valuable ady on 
iliis side |i (he Atlantic. Catholicism draws a 
much larger revenue from the l.nil.d States llian 
trout the UMhaUea of any other country. Amer- 
aatl Oahaaaaaa are the papal geese that lay Hie 
golden eggs, and it now appears that his recent 
encyclical is about to kill them oil so far us the 
tretiean is concerned and a lessening oi the re- 
straints of papal authority must inevitably result. 

Y\ e.l,— keep up the grand work. 

Let disintegration ol Catholic ensue. 

The result will be a blessing to mankind in gen- 
eral for it will result in curtailing the arrogance 
and power of one of the miosL undesirable ecc.e- 
siashcal organizations in the entire civilized 
world. 

Let us then, widen the breach. • 



The University of Chicago, through Prof. Henry 
A. Sanders iu au address given before the Arch 
aeological Institute, courts notoriety once more in 
announcing to the wondering world that another 
discovery has been made during researches in 
Egypl which consists of a fragment of the New 
Testament containing a saying of Christ alleged 
to have been made to eleven of his apostles after 
bis supposed death and ressurcctiou. 

The Blade has aeretotore suggested that this 
iiseovery ousmess is getting to be "a played out 
old song" as Whitconib Riley says, for almost any- 
thing can be "discovered" in these days of doubt, 
and criticism, but as a general rule they fail before 
the calicuiu light of criticism in the crucible ol 
investigation. Before attempting a criticism of 
the supposed scriptural fragment, alleged to have 
been lost for thirteen centuries, the Blade prints 
it in full iu another column to which attention is 
here called to facilitate discussion and comparison. 

In the first place the alleged apostles speaks of 
an "age of unrighteousness and unbelief under 
the power of Satan" when as a matter of fact 
there was nothing to "believe" but the musty 
miracles of Christ is said to have p<rfonned in an 
eiiort to convince the susceptible Jews thai he was 
the Messiah, long promised, and the fulfillment 
of that promise. As they ware the very people 
to whom he had been sent and as the} - had re- 
jected him. and his preposterous claims, the unbe- 
lief existed long his advent and it has continued 
throughout all the ages since. It professes a be- 
lief in "evil spirits" a purely priestly invention 
while the answer given to the questioners by the 
ullegted Savior belies the Christian attitude ot 
I hese days in that he declared that the "limit of 
the years of the power of Satan has been ful.i 
filled." J 

Taking the Christian world at its own argument, 
the "power of Satan" is still rampart and if their 
reasoning be followed out Satan is getting all the 
choice plums in the garden of the gods. The 
balance of the story as it relates to the so-calle I 
statement of Christ, implies a rank fake that act- 
ually smells, being so strong, in that it is simply 
a begging cry that the world should accept him as 
having been delivered to death for the sins of 
others, nothing more than the same old cry we 
have heard from time immemorial. 

Reference is made that the declaration can be 
found in both the writings of Peter and Paid, but 
it is admitted that the gospels do not contain it 
and that all later writers strictly avoided it. Ac- 
cepting even this explanation there is ample room 
for forgery in that the notion could have been 
derived from where it is said it can be found and 
the color of imposition appears upon i.s face. The 
importance attached to the fragment is in it Christ 
s supposed to have predicted that the destruction 
of sin in the world was "near at hand." How 
near we are hot informed. Not even # a hint is 
given. The presumption arises that it was meant 
to be very near, in that age, at least, but it. has 
not come yet according to the Christian notion 
for they are continually urging that sin is increas- 
ing day by day so they can rake up that old ar- 
gument that a "thousand years are but as a day 
ht of god" and the answer is complete. 
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alienate many American Catholics from the domi- 
nation of the Vatican, with the possibility, of u new 
American heirarcli.v with Newman at its head. 
That Newman bus been particularly aimed at may 
be gathered from scensnsajts ma le by Catholic 
papers, some of which profess loyalty to the pope. 
One jf them, the Church Times, representing the 



know! dge beeiuwe slightly more prevalent the cun- 
ning few invented so-called religious myths with 
which to gull and work ignorance, and it suc- 
- ceded like a charm. Among these myths was that 
of the Virgin Mother and In r child. The priest- 
hood painted glowing pictures of promised re- 
no- a belief in and acceptance of the new 
myth and ignorance fell into the trap. Only as 
the world grew wiser did it discard the notion 
0 learO that it had been decdVed so success 
!,y rery naturally created a resentment which 
,, v trill accoitnl for the Opposition to the Christian 
buroh that is met with in all parts of the world. 
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of English Catholics, , 
•eeeutly said : — 
mSJBSJJ ' s there and the 

indents .-an judge for thetnaelvet 

over, unless the 'highest authority' is ■ 1 
the assurance is worthless. If it is the I 1 
are we not told so/ Is the pope afraid to coiuinii 
Mmaaif in matters beyond bis information? At 
most we can galher that the 1'ope did not intend 
L. condemn Newman's teaching. .But what he did 
not intend, his delegates have done. And then the 
assurance i« well guarded and qualified.'' 

From this we are to judge that the issues are 
i.et ween Newsona Had the aneyelieat Itfta Using 



covered confirming the story of Joseph's corner 
in wheal while in Kgypt, also that of the 'con- 
firmation of Solomjon and first and second class 
wives, and we are able to see at a glance that the 
•discovery" business is being worked overtiinfj 
and the market will soon be made to sutler from 
an overproduction. Then eonnes the discovery of 
discovering too much and the reaction sets in. 
Wiih these supposed fragments of the Bible, so 

it is with the Supposed fragments of the cross. 
From time to time bits of wood have been sold 
Bttd carted away supposed to be bits of wood 

taken Iraes the true cross, which, if granted to 

-ether in .»nc pile, would make enough out of 
which to build a thousand true crosses. So it is 
with biblical frajrments. If the discovery bus 
inesH continues much longer id the sain.- rate there 
will soon be enough new fragments out of which 
make another bible. 

Is it not time that thinking people were given 
a restf Besides, if the story of Christ be true it 
is not in need of confirmation by the continual 
discovery of these fragments of biblical history. 



the fast that asset Americanised Catholiee are not! Another thing, the natives are now thoroughly 
in a mood to be trifiied or temporized with by I lanuliar with Christian jealousies and Christian 
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; li mi Bntchaoganjaatsel irork, by Rdmand 
entitled "Father and Son" in which be 
in awmnnl of the r allfi o na Bustsrliy eree- 
Eeed upon him by ins parents and the result la 
|alinos. inevitable in all such aaaea. The Ufa and 
ancea of Goaee .-in- rery similar to Ikon sari 
with thousands of others, who will ba iMa at » 
i t o recognise the eonditiona and the reaulta 
rroUgbt is is the natural o nt eotne of too 
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the imprisoned hird longa for 

e in iiitl of n and that frees 

•ill be bad if half an opportunity presents 
The work may ba slow. So was the work 

slow to Morgan and his nun as they tunnelled 
their way out of prison. hut thi remit of their 
iabora was n joyous (reed on won by their own 

efforts. 

In the present CM direct, bad resulted but it 

ir*M an inatanee of an inverted conversion fAr ii 
stead of making the son religkma to an orthodox 

.leer, e he went the other way and developed i 

v a Bceptici concerning the most essential tenet! of 
gphodox faith. On thia subject. Qosee, apaab. 

Or himself, snys:- 



Idlcves be can see in the Bar rel ling of a statue to 
a Spanish priest, reoeotly erected in the Colden 

(]na I 'ark. a aifo of increasing Interest la tin- 

•hurch and its work and with eyes of faith be 
in lert ikes to painl a picture of what San Fran- 
is, o would be under church rule. 
While it may be true that masses of 1 it cm- 

rising both labor and capital, nr. floehing to the 
'acilie slope to witness the refaabilmeul of that| 

:n at city, vet it is by no means certain thai Rev. 

tader can turn this t<> prolit for the church by in 
tituting a "raid" on the pock,-! booka of the 
people. If this be his aim he should petition the 
legislature, or take the initiative himself, to change 

his inline, of the amy of apelling it. in order to 
with the anggea ion. The promunication 
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•'i-'oi' over three yean after their marriagi 
neither of my parenta left London for a tingle <lay 
nut being able to afford to travel. They received 
■oareely any visitors, never ate a meal away from 
home, never spent an evening in social intereourst 
abroad. At night they disc-list theology, read 
Blond to one another, or translated scientific 
brochures from French or German. . . .Here was 
perfccl parity, perfect Intrepidity, perfect ahne> 

ration ; yet there was also narrowness, isolation 

ted. an absence of humanity. And there Wiis n 
iiu-ions mixture of humbleness ai d BlTOgaace; en 

tire resignation to the will of God, not less entire 

din lain of the jndg m and opinion of men. My 

pan nts founded every action, every attitude, upon 
'ih,-i Interpretation of the Scriptures, and upon 
• lie guidance of the divine Will as revealed to 
them by direel answer to prayer. Their ejacuh 
ti'.n in the face of any dilemma was, 'Lai us cast 
it befor, the Lord.' . . . They lived iii an itit< 1 
tactual cell, bounded at its sides by the walls of 
their own bouse, but open above to the very heart 

kof the uttermost heavens." 

N,> (lotion of any (rind, H is said, was allowed to 
b, read, nor an; poem which told a story. Tin 

writer continues: 

"Never in my childhood did any one addgen 
to me the affecting premnbie, 'Onee upon a time. 
\l was told about missionaries, but never about 
/pirates: I was familiar with hum.iiitiir-birds, but 
f 1 IiikI never heard of fairies. ... , 

"They desired to make me truthful; the tend- 
ency was to make me positive and skeptical. Had 
they wrapt me in the soft folds of supernatural 
fancy, my mud rugttl have been longer content 
t,i follow their traditions in an unquestioning 
spirit." 

Imprison the mind and only a melancholy nature 
is produced, The most exacting Christian is the 
most unhappy. Peeling miserable himself he likes 
to create misery for others to keep him company 

Invariably he appear* as if his religion was act- 
ually hurting him and he wanted to try and enjoy 
befeg -,i se f constitute 1 martyr. The more misery 
here the greater thi happiness over there, 
the ,-ase of the writer above mentioned, there is 

jnan||es1 today an instinctive and unconscious 

grasping for every mraange <>f hope and joyous 

truth that comes blowing in frmn the outsidi 

world of beauty and romance, which the monitors 
of orthodoxy would keep from men and women. 
L Once a stray inkling of light can penetrate the 
gloom thus created, it will germinate in the un 
conscious growing pari of human nature, and then 
comes the conversion, not as orthodoxy would 
have it. but in ;i contrary direction. There may 
sill be an affection and respect, but the mind 
Clinga i o longer to the intellectual rubbish heap 
an, I it seizes upon every new romance, every new 
truth. 

Thia bringa us bees to the subject of the 

preacher's son. His parents, win tin r from per- 
sonal desire ..r an ambition to appear strictly in 

the faith before the neemfeera <>f his eongrega ion. 
will insist upon ■ regular attendance upon Sunday 

school. ti| the church servici-s, and at family 

prayer. Rigorous habits are formed and intended 

to be kept. 1,'ulcs are laid down from which the 
ambitious youth must not deviate or depart, 0* 
the other band we have heard it said that familiar- 
ity, or too much <>f it, br Is contempt, ami you 

know the preacher ami his son must live together. 
BUder the same roof, eal at the same l ib', and be 
with Other almost constantly. At heme a man will 
lay aside his mask and he appears in his true form. 

Kven a preacher will do things and say things at 
home in the presence of his w ife and children that 
he dare not sav or lo in the presence of his con 
a belief of 
11 the mind 



CHURCHES IN SAN FRANCISCO. 



the O oa greg a tlonal 

one of the men who 

Sonic- of them may 

lie pvetenda that he 



REAjJ 



Dnla 



1 just t he 

the church in 



natter how UEUofa 
tiave or control it will 
• "sure foundations of 

id, rtaking of which the 
capahh 



IF YOU WANT O >E AP 

Tha mo Fi to 
Work 021 Materialism; 




By Prof. L 'JD WIC BOCHNER, 

PRICE, til.OO. 

BLUB GRASS [JLADE, Vuli., Box #3, Lexington, Ky. 





, 1 e the , him 

>rn to model 



h < 



ids 



eqmre 



mita 



History has shown too well that WeherveT the 
■hurch has I n able to control the people untold 

niaery and ■nffering have beeh the result and ha 
he rebuilding of San FYaociacb. and its racon- 

ftrUC ion, it W4)llld be better off if it would but 

In.p the church altogether and build a moral sys- 
tem independent of it by baaing that system upon 

•rcular considerations altogether. 

Pi rough the i I'm i in of a plea for the moral 

BOnstructipa of society, through the church. Rev. 
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per week, with all the perquisites, rake off, etc. 
hat comes his way. he OUght to qtlil the business 
and go digging. Patriotism dOSI not consist of 
belonging to any church and this plea of this 
siipercillious parson falls to the.- ground. To 
argue that it does demonstrates a Bnaunderataud- 
iag or a misconception of the meaniag of patriot- 

sin. Never in the en, ire history of the church has 

it been shown th it she has stood for tl manci 

prison of the mass--s. for every sturdy patriot win. 
has strive,, for himirm liberty, on any field, has 

bee! mpelled to stand the lire of the churches 

its anathemas, its curses and condemnation. 

The weakness of his claims is better demon 

ttrafed by tl mplaint be off eta regarding the 

comparative patronage bestowed on the Sunday 

tho'ters and the saloons, with the patronage giVCB 
die ehurehes. lie says: — 

t is not necessary that an apologetk should be 
written of the historic church. The main thing to 
ba set down here is this: that the church life of 
tal Francisco requires ateUtiou, not alone iron, 
the rich contributor! of the Bast, but from the 
men of this city, who must see the moral sk'nili- 

eanee of raisin- the shurchea fn 
rastoring their affieieney in the e 

are more prosperous than the 
theaters are more proapt runs th 

and better patronised on Bunda; 
galleriea" on the "Oreat White Way" are better 
patronised than the churches. Under evarj in 
atitution of the eity— 

That th.' theaters are more prosperous khan the 
ehurehes is an evidence that the people prefer 
representations of the histrionic alt to urns y 
a ar n aaa a in some musty church: that the mIooiu 
are more prosperous than churches is an evidence 
that with sonic 1 r il more preferable thai; th, 

church is i ridenee that the ■ 
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I Can Undersell All Compelixrs 

EXPERT EIGURES THE COST 

(Chns. A. Kiler in Chicago Tribune:) 



$10.00 BOOK for $1.00. 



Ei.imcrd which 
lata the e.\rx n- 
ing). inlerc-i , 



anil workafeop in my raaidaiea in I 
havt million* worth of stack nd tl 
or d ered direct from ■ansflMtum 

cash, fiei all di-munts and ycncially 
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,-. jaoanu bad Moaaata, k-s 
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In the , urns of time, when his experience npena 
Mr. Hader will learn that it is an imftfl 
undertake to spiritualize "wealth and property'' 

and that after they are solid and BUbstSBtial 
diinus which care no more for the ups and dowm 
of the religious impulses of men, or the fluctua- 
tions in parsons' salarics.or the eejriag needs of 
any church organisation, than they care for the 

man in the moon. Of COUTae, the on,- notion be 
hind the BUggeation is that both wealth and prop 
■ i-l \ ran le turned to an aeoounl for die church, 
that the church may own or control both and then 
will come the parson's ideal, his greal dream. I'.ut 

this Will never he. That day his long ill pasaetl 

away, t will never return and Mr. liader s 

chusine; a rainhow, 

• • • • 

1 Aeeordiag to reiigioua pietarea [/ueifer mac 
aged to ei list in his can-- the hulk of the able-] 

holied volunteers of th, masculine gender, whii- 
the I ord has to content himself wi h the favms 
of an Amazonian guard, it Kail) seems that vva> 



Orthodox points to some Celestial City 

ultimate of human endeavor whe»e nothing 
goranee shall be done through all eternity, n 
marrying or »ivm« in nMiriage, net even a mac 

bird to tri.l to its mat.'. The lllado has no desil 

to reack the renfafaa of hiis.s. 
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JUSTIFY 

DEATH PENALTY 



. : initial share of the odium I i-llov. end land the dlcrent method* the rarfcMM 
rial liody. hoim that you now have ■ moi |U»I hired teichers would have In proving 
(luivlew of the character of feaptaln the eame truth*, 
tlttto pain l.uolon Shirphv If] a tt HMI I would require the Blade to collect 

;.s opposed his dnnghter. asked mo lO-d*y M its readers, aa faat n% they would 

only remain her husband, hut aeaame convinced of these truths. Into a 

all H M her father. W ith tears I society that I may know the results <>r 

In my exes ! said 1 would. But It N j such teaching in definite numbers so 
the hnrdcsi 1— atlon she M*td ask, I could determine the pood my contrl- 

nohle friend and benefactor. 



fly accom- 
the death 



Freethinkers have urged, for 
many years, or as long as 1 Have been 
able to read after them, for a more 
ratloual treatment ol ■ uuinals, and 
by Robert On Ingersoli. [1 is true thai 
not only fails iu do the good 
i but it brutalizes th 



iou!d ba « \acted a 
s possible -the cl\ 
o the savage view 
he modicum of pi 
t.hyalcal, that net 
In Favor of ; the ftetloi 

Crime aa nallv Nvl n ,lways 
Arrest- m of the surviving nminals, nnd 

t is Ike ittthoc regards as. a good 
thing, altho It must he a secondary 
d> raMdft and not aimed at directly, 

urged, for neither sm fa effect, which is also 
• neflclal. is selection— an ntn.liora 
ion of the race by removal of tin- 
. ]■,-. I. lemenU, Which appears in i Policeman's l'nion No. 6.697, of the 
teeeetlins generations. This selec- American Federation of Labor. They 
■ii MttBta the »OTk Of nature The wore full uniforms and badges, and 
.u.hor ll 0] pot -d to the abolition of i the floral tribute they had sent 



for. m r resicn your mortal par' back 
to dust, and we will try to live your 
Immortal part." 

The pallbearers were: Al Loewen 
stein William Burnes. .John Fuldner 



man and injures society uy the irri- 
tation. If 1 had the time I would j would be a st-p backward, not nn ad- 
like the opportunity to discuss thej'-ancc. He sums up his Ideas ns fol- 
followlng article, sent to me by a lows: 

friend, but in the hope that i will be ! "Pttnllhn* nt ihoold bring about 
given attention by the readers of thel'h p elimination of the criminal who 
Blade i send it for publication. It la j ts unadaptable to social existence, 
possible that I may lake up the sub- • 'the elimination of murderers 

nit at a later should be absolute, and this can be 



•oath penalty, beUavtag thai it Private policeman's star in flowers. 



ject if time will ii 
date. 

A study of theories of punishment, : 
based on the Italian work on criuii ! 
nology of Baron K. Garofalo, is con- 
tributed by A. van der Hi nsbrugghe 
to the Reveue des Questions Sctoa- 
tiflques t,Louvain, Belgium, Octobei 



ticromplished only through the death 
penalty." 



ATHEIST 

(Continued from First Page.) 



school, I 



hitherto had tittle in. an nee on the 
practical side of U-gi iatiou, because 
anthropologists have devoud them- 
selves exclusively to the study of tlie 
criminal, leaving the notion of criuio 
itself to the jurists. Th* latter have 
given it a juridical character, that is, 
a wholly artificial one, since it de- 



vhile 



praying to 



I that i 



jeuds 



1. y.sl 



uatural phenomenon, the notion ot 
which should be appiMimded by ull 
members of society, whether they 
know the law or not. We shou.d 
therefore have a socioiogic dehniliuu 
of crime. Crime, says Gargialo, is 
"an offtnse committed against the 
average moral sense of civilized hu- 
manity.' ' The element of immorality 
necessary in order that an injurious 
act should be regarded as criminal by 
public opinion, is the violation oi u.e 
sentiments of pity or honesty In a 
measure exceeding that indispensable 
for the adaptation of the individual 
to society." 

Garofalo divides man into two 
classes, normal and abnormal. AH 
criminals he regards as abnormal and 
none as normal; o£ the "chance 
denies the 



taught, when boys, that 
just above the clouds 
certain obscure crucified 
lew was likely to appear any day 
in the clouds surrounded by angels 
supported by wings In our air and 
would procred to judge the world. 
But When we ronsidi red that the 
revolution of the earth on its axis 
changed the direction of heaven 
tCM miles every hour, and that our 
air was only 300 miles deep around 



KERR 

APPROVESTHE FUND 

Believes the Plan is a Good One and 
That Writers Should be Compen- 
sated for Their Time and 
Preparation. 

ARTICLE IN SUPPORT 

OF LITERARY FUND. 



(By W. H. Kerr.) 

You suggestion concerning 
raising of a fund to hire competent 
writers to contribute to the columns 
of the Blade regularly Is certainly a 



9 of I 



.vim: 



rth. and y 



first 



ally 



When We learned that spaces are ln- 
:inite In diataacea, infinitely cold and 
ii.linii.lv dark, our boyish faith 
wavered when we were expected to 
make excursions among them as 
w inged angels. 

"In fact, by reason and some de- 
cree of Information we became con 
Unced that all religions arc alike, 
•nd differ only In decree. We ob- 
served they, were very much influ- 
enced by geography and that all over 
he world they were antagonistic to 
>ne another. We observed that re- 
ligions do not Telig.' that Is. bind 
back or restrain In this world, and as 



selves for the task. But t 
question to be settled Is can you and 
the contributors agrpe on the nature 
of the teaching to be done by the 
hired contributors? 

No one will contribute a penny to 
a fund to hire writers to teach 
theories or truths he does not believe 

taught to others. You may not be 
willing to confine the Blade to special 
lines of teaching that would be re- 
quired by the contributors to the 
fund. The contributors would not 
agree among themselves as to the kind 
of teaching the fund was to be applied 



They 



mid n 



the Blade filled < 
of teaching and the other half filled 
with a contradictory teaching. Each 
contributor would have to state the 
kind Of teaching he 



dishonest according to circumstances 
and environment, but the] af not 
really "good"; man, he say*. "» 
good, not by reflection, but by in- 
stinct." Criminal instincts may be 
the result of heredity, but they Hay 
also appear and disappear ind , u- 
dently, for the author asserts that 
strongly marked moral character, 
good or bad, never persists in one 
family beyond the fifth generation, 
which fact, he sax;- i (plains the 
decay of aristocracies. In some cases 
the apearance of criminality would 
seem still to be a myati ry. The prac- 
tical application of uarofalo'l ideas 
appears in his theory of the reproa- 
sion of crime. Such i.pressiou is 
based on physiologic law, he says, 
since "any organism reacts against 
every violation of the laws that govern 
its natural functions." If an offense 
is against the moral at ntln* nta of the 
community, the natural reaction con- 
sists in exclusion from that com- 
munity. Thus takes place a kii.d of 
social select on corresponding to bio ! 
logic selection by the 'death of the 
unfit, the elimination ma; be abao 
lute (death) for the greatest crimes 
and relative for those of 1. 
The death penalty he justifies by the 
necessary character of sot v ty, 
saying: 

"Man is by nature a social hi lug; 
be forms part of society without any 
formal contract, On ding himself in 
the midst of It because he oan not he 
elsewhere, and because he musl stay 
there, no matter what hi 
Hence the absence of qualltii i set n- 



s :t ..].li..l 
to classify 
as of one 

ttie exclusion of all other 
Or else you must state 

• other world discoverable j definitely the nature of the teaching 
or comprehensible to us we Irrev- you wish to hire done and call foi 
ocably lost faith in and respect for j contributors for It alone, 
all religions. I n , i fa inkers" to write on any and all 

We also looked about this world | subjects would not be satisfactory be 
and found that, taking nil the people I cause all people are actually free 
in the world, the great majority of thinkers. You can see how they dls- 
them occupy more than one half their, agree on all subjects. To make the 
time practicing useless religions; j Blade through hired contributors to 
'hat many people are made Insane j justify me in donating say $50 a year 
by it, and that fully half the sub- j 'o a fund for their compensation 

tine of 'he world is consumed in | might not suit you or many of the con- 
practicing religions, of which great 1 tributors. In the first place I would 
waste of energy we have to spend j not want 11 to °e a "Freethought" 
our proportionate share indirectly ! paper at all In which the crude, undl 
" i our will. We soon regret. ; g"sted ideas of the illiterate Tom, 
ted that any sort of religion exists Dick and Harrys on all subjects are 
;,nd were convinced that what little 'o be dumped. I very much prefer to 
'ivilization exists In the world 

Sera loped, not bafcama Of religion, i aper but in a variety of papers. 



good these hired contributors were 
doing would be measured by the 
numbers added to this society by 
their teaching. Their pay in turn 
would be increased, as the numbers 
were freeing from Idolatry increased. 
This would stimulate them to giving 
id better sirvlce. BvWhtUAlty 
some of them would develop lato BeM 
workers as society builders where 
they could command still grea'er pay. 
My experience as a society builder 
from material free from Idola'.v and 
superstition discloses the fact lint but 
a few dozen people In the Inited 
States know the truths that thera are 
no such things as gods and no such a 
thing as continuous cuustious Nt* 
Hence the entire outfit of "Free- 
thought" publications are practieall. 
freeing nobody from idolatry and 
superstition. They have made a few- 
score fossils, who are prnctical'v dead 
now, hate the church and the clergy 
but they are as full of belief in the 
existence of gods and a future life as 
ever, and will have a clerg yman 
officiate at their funeral when they 
finally stop breathing. 

I do not wish the people tau/xlf: to 
hate the Christians and the clergy 
and will not pay a penny for such 
teaching, but I do want them taught 
the truth about God and life and then 
gathered Into societies to e-.able them 
to help in the perpetuation of that 
teaching to the end that our race *ill 
in time be freed from idolatry of gods 
and the superstition of continuous 
life. For this object and this alone I 
am willing to contribute freely to your 
proposed fund. 

You are at liberty to publish this 
letter, give your views on it and ask 
for those of your readers and con- 
tributors to hte proposed fund. I am 
thoroughly convinced that those who 
wish these truths taught should pay 
for It, and that competent teachers 
should be secured and paid a fair 
wage for their services both as writers 
and lecturers. This is the only plan 
whereby competent teachers can be 
developed and their services secured 
In the promulgation of the truth of 
these subjects. If you and a sufficient 
number of your readers approve of my 
plan as herein outlined to justify its 
adoption you may put me down for 
$50. for the proposed fund for 1908, 
and if results justify It I would do 
the donation the next year. See how 
large a "teachers fund" those who 
approve if my plan wil lralse for yc 
Yours truly, 
W. H. KERR. 
Temporary International Organizer of 
the Church of Humanity. 



high philosophy dramatised. It 
hWVM MM mystery of human suffer- 
ing unsolved, but It makes the good 
triumphant o\er evil hi the end. The 
drama Is worked out with marvellous 
skill, the author taking care to re- 
lieve i he action by lyrical soliloquies 
—lyrics that have stirred the world s 
henrt for ages past, and will stir it 

pat lie! ic that that beginning: 
Man that Is born of woman 

if few days and full of trouble; 

come th forth like n flower, and is 

He fleeth also as a shadow and con- 



I ut in mite of religion. 

SPOKE FOR THE LIVING. 

Whatever we do or say here to- 
day around the body of our friend 
should be for the living. We certnin- 

done that he will know or understand. 
Karnity s long sleep and rest has 
b< gun for him as it will soon begin 
for each of us. He and I have often 
said together: How awful It would 
be to think of living for ever.' Cap- 
tain Murphy and I always feared we 
would do wrong toward somebody. 



Hence the Blade could be I 



both 
mged t 



felt tha 



did t 



wrong 



tial t 



the 



tion changes tne necessity for social 
life into its opposit. — the rupture of 
all bond* wltn the unassimilable 
Individual The Individual being but 
a cell or i te aocial organism, when 
it is injur:. t to the organism it 
not expect •ontiiiue to t xial In 
relationsM: 



)ot cutting the social 1 
\he author goes to ! ha » l ° 



himself. We have both many times I ,f,r 
had penitentiary crimes committed 
against us; but we felt sorry 
those who committed them. 

"And I spenk from 
wh. n 1 say that I think infidels ought 
to intermarry, to live happily to- 
gtther and to raise children. If one 
oaaU live In a community of non-re- 
llgionlsts ,t would be the happiest, 
gentlest, most Intellectual life in the 
world— tne mo i honest and just. 
And if you marry an infidel girl or 
and faithful 



As a political paper I have no use 
for it since I prefer a 
resen tatlve publication of each of the 
political parties whe 
their ideas and theories direct from 
headquarters. As an agnostic paper 
I would not want It since I am not 
interested in what people don't Vnow. 
I prefer papers telling what people do 
know, or at least think they know. 
As an expounder of Deism or Spirlt- 
m 1 would not want it since I pre- 
representative publications of 



But the Blade could be made so val- 
uable to me as an educator and 
society builder that I would give at 
least $50 a year to a fund to hire 
competent contributors to make It 
such. 

I would want it to confine Its teach 
ing exclusively to the truth about. 
God and life with the direct object of 
freeing people from idolatry and 
superstition and making them immune 
It, and organizing such people Into 




i - aa infidel girl j a society wherein they can aid in free 

0 ..,„; of mg others and keeping their posterity 
Immune to the false teaching by 
"What I do and say here to-day giving It tha true, 
will make and ut) dead Mend I would require that all contributors 
• an; per '" l<h truths that all gods, devils 
i . ,1,1, eltt- ;,!ld ho 'y R host » a r(J fabulous belngB. 
I If tie could, heaven and hell myths and death the 

and i aa iarr y, thai maay people 
who don't know him w mo will think 
111 o. us, and 1 want to bear my 



end of conscious life forever. Variety 
would he found in the many lines of 
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THE BOOK OF JOB 



THE BOOK OF JOB 

Loveliness of God is the Dominating 
Idea of Old Testament and Satan 
a Conspicious Figure. 



(By A. E. Fletcher.) 
Since the publication of the revised 
version of the Scriptures, which 
cleared up many confusions in the 
Book of Job. popular interest In that 
of ancient literature has 
It is not surpris- 
: It should have 
been issued separately from the rest 
of the Bible. Mr. Wellwood Is to be 
congratulated upon the get-up of the 
book. The Introduction by Mr. 
Chesterton is thoughtful and sugges- 
tive, though I cannot understand 
what he means when he says that the 
loneliness of God is the dominating 
Idea of the Old Testament. That Is 
a curious statement to make In a 
commentary on the Book of Job, of 
which one of the dramatic situations 
Is a council in Heaven attended by 
the sons of Cod, of whom Satan is 
one. Mlton's conception of Satan 
as the enemy of God is very different 
of him by the 
author of the Book of .lob. In the 
Book of Job Satan is not the enemy 
either of God or of man. He Is 

heavenly council as to Job. who Is 
accounted a type of human perfec- 
tion, Satan without malice suggested 
the famous ti st. The author of this 
wonderful drama clearly saw that ir 
God is omni|K)tent He is the author 
well as of good, and the 
chief interest of the play turns U|>on 
t..-e question why He should send evil 
ns well as good The Book of Job is 



And t 



d: Ther 
ved 



The best criticism of the Book of 
Job that I know of is contained in 
Professor Moultons "Literary Study 
of the Bible." I agree with him that 
the whole world of literature hardly 
contains a more remarkable piece of 
dramatic movement than the changes 
of position taken up by Job in the 
course of his dialogues with his 



friends. It 



dra 



the Greek dr 

directions of modern play 
found In .lob. which appeals solely 
to the imagination and evidently was 
not written to be acted. Yet. as 
Professor Moulton points out. no 
stage machinery could possibly real 
ise the changes of sky and atmos 
phere which In Job make a dramatic 
background for the Approach of 
Deity. No element of dramatic effect 



The Criticism made Anent His Article 
Recently Published in the Blade 
With a Forcible Opinion Ex- 
pressed by One Who Dis- 
agrees with the Senti- 
ments of That 
Writer. 

(By Robert Gunther.) 
Having trouble with one eye I feel 
little inclined to strain the other, but 
I have just read ar article In the Blue 
Grass Blade which Is too untruthful 
to go unnoticed. I 
more surprised that sucl 
article should be taken I 
t. It is is just such artl 



as that that keep Joor peoples r 
to the grindstone. I have always 



iele proves the truth of my conten- 
tion. Both Hooscw l, mi Hr.wm. Ma 



Bo 



lead 



vill 1 



a man of sense. Both I 
tioned In history to fill up the 
measure, not to swim on the surface 
Neither the one nor the other iiossess 
the virtues they are accredited with. 
Rooseevlt's ambition has enabled him 
to obtain positions for which he was 
unfitted by ability. The only position 
he was fit for was to be colonel of the 
rough riders. He is certainly first of 
the cow boys. But had he not under 
stood to toot his own horn, we would 
never have known that he was in the 
Spanlsn war. He Is a shrewd poli- 
tician, and to those he offends to day 
he throws a sop tomorrow, and it 
works a charm with an unthinking 
public. eH Is Itching for a re election. 
But instead of openly telling people 
so he sends out his agents to work 
for htm; so If he fails people will 
not laugh at him. and If he succeeds 
people will think the honor came un- 
solicited. He knows how to catch the 
small fry better than Bryan does, and 
that is why he keeps ahead of him; 
neither of them have the big fish with 
them. Bryan has queered the Dem- 
ocratic party three times, and he will 
do It again the next year. Democrats 
will never win an election as long a* ' 
they keep that blatherskite in '.he 
party; but they will never be able to 
get rid of him unless they throw him 
out. In finances he is a hundred years 
behind the times, and in governmental 
affairs he is like a ship in mid-ocean 
without a rudder. He has licked the 
blarney stone and is a good orator, 
and, like De Witless Talmage, he can 
exert an Influence by his oratory over 
men who are intelligently his superiors 
In every way. It Is the dross what 
caught Mr. Greve s eyes, it was not 
the metal. He will have to dive 
deeper to come to the practical and 
useful. 

Editors of liberal papers ought to 
throw out the net and catch fish them- 
selves, instead of being caught as Mr. 
Greve certainly was. If we want to . 



THE TCLEO-MKHANICS OF NATURE 



* follov 



tcrs treat-* of the -nurce, 
T •Veil-soul*" (ai Pttff. 
nized by Biologists, Psy- 
I Intelligently operattag 
to the study of which 
ibscrvntions in the above 
, and from the ma<« of 
|W hit awn conclusions 

ol The Free- 



perhaps it will bring 



ml peii.hr. A w.,il, I (.'roping in .larkn i -eds you. You 

t. scientist and pl.iWopl.cr. and have scored several point, 
it seems to me cannot be controverted. I truly hope that 



"Received the Synopsis of your book, "The Teleo-Mechanics of Nature,' 

and read it with great profit and pleasure. It has opened up (.reat fields c 
thought to me. I will keep your pamphlet near I 
" »d and p ' 

that it si 

wide circulation in all lands and will !«• translated into 
many languages." 

Prof. Ernest Haeckel writes: 
"My dear Mr. Wettstein. Your treatise in the form of x Synopsis of 
your book 'The Teleo-Mechanics Of Nature, being a commendable critiaue of 
iny World-Riddles, has been received and read with great intere f 
differ on n few questions, notablv the one relating to the con 
uncoiisciousnes* of the mind in Nature, I sincerely hope that your masterly 
efforts will contribute much towards dispelling the obscurity and confusion pre 
Milling in these momentous problem- of Science and Philosophy. 

With highest esteem, Yours," etc. 

of 



will he 



t esteem. Yours," etc. 
med.-a large lfl page pamphlet— 
cents in stamps or two copies for v. 





